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About the Conference 

 

In recent years, the study of childhood and youth has taken on fresh momentum 
across the humanities and social sciences. Centres for childhood and youth have been 
established in numerous universities in Britain and abroad – including the ‘Centre 
for Innovation and Research in Childhood and Youth’ at Sussex – which offer the 
space to conduct cross disciplinary conversations about this distinct life phase. This 
conference seeks to showcase exciting new research from this fast-developing field, 
by exploring the variety of ways in which past experiences of childhood and 
adolescence can be understood and examined. We are particularly interested in 
locating the voice of the young person and examining sites of childhood and youth 
from their perspective. 

The conference will bring together scholars with an interest in childhood and youth 
from across disciplines, from antiquity up to the present, and from a range of 
geographical locations. The boundaries of childhood and youth can be flexibly 
interpreted. By showcasing research from across disciplines, time and space, we hope 
to facilitate a discussion of both the challenges and possibilities of research on 
childhood and youth. 

This conference has been made possible by funding from ‘Consortium for the 
Humanities and the Arts South-East England’ (CHASE). Our objective was to create 
a space for scholars at all stages of their research, particularly from postgraduate and 
early-career researchers, and CHASE’s investment in our project has made this 
possible. We would like to heartily thank those at CHASE who have spent so much 
time making so much of our project possible, particularly Shelley Jenkins who has so 
patiently helped us realise our plans.  We would also very much like to thank Hester 
Barron, Pamela Cox, Carol Dyhouse, Colin Heywood, Laura King, Claire Langhamer 
and Lucy Robinson for so generously giving us their time and expertise.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 
 

               
Day 
One:  

Wednesday 18th January 
2017 

          
              Time Event   Location 

12:00-12:45 Registration, Lunch & Refreshments  
Fulton Common 

Area 
(Ground Floor)   

12:45-13:00 Welcome from Organisers and CHASE  
Fulton A                        

Lecture Theatre 

13:00-14:30 Panel One: 

  

Title: Girlhood, Culture and Place                                       Chair: Laura Cofield 

Fulton                                            
212 

Jacqueline Holler 
Spatial Constraint, Agency, and the Emotional World of Adolescent Girls in 
Sixteenth-Century New Spain 

Timothy Coombes Cultures of child pianism in late nineteenth-century France 

Alison Twells 
The beautiful Frankie Soo: culture, class and sexuality in the 1938 diary of a 
scholarship girl 

  

Title: Parameters of Childhood and Youth                       Chair: Andrew Burchell 

Fulton                          
214 

Kristine Alexander 
Was Trench Culture a Youth Culture?: Age, Children’s Correspondence Clubs, 
and the Canadian Expeditionary Force during the First World War 

Essi Jouhki 
Youth as a biographical structure and an emotional site. Reading the 
autobiographies and oral history narratives of Finnish youth, 1950s–1970s 

Sanna Lipkin Remembering children and juveniles in Post-medieval northern Finland 

14:30-15:00 Coffee Break 
Fulton Common 

Area  
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15:00-16:30 Panel Two:     

  

Title: Imagining the Future                                      Chair: Owen Emmerson  

Fulton                                            
212 

Laura Tisdall   
 ‘What a difference it was to be a woman and not a teenager’: narrating an 
imagined adulthood in post-war Britain  

Jessica Hammett ‘Doing Your Bit’ and Preparing for Future Service during the Second World War 

Marie Stern-Peltz The Imperfect Citizenship Reading Group 

  

Title: Youth and the City                                         Chair: Alexandra Lloyd 

Fulton                          
214 

Christopher Spackman 
Regional variances in approaches to camping by British youth movements, 
1886 – 1936 

Jenny Bavidge 
A Peep Into London’: Guides to London for Children from the 18th century to 
the present day 

Daniel Warner 
“Despite all that, they seemed really happy”: Reconstructing the Youth 
Experience of Decline in Liverpool’s Inner City, 1967-1982 

17:00-18:30 

Keynote Lecture:                                                      Chair: Owen Emmerson 
Fulton A                        

Lecture Theatre Pamela Cox  Young Criminal Lives: Life Courses and Life Chances in England from 1850.  

18:30-19:30 Drinks Reception 
Book Launch: Hester Barron and Claudia Siebrecht, eds. (2017) Parenting and 
the state in Britain and Europe, c. 1870-1950: raising the nation. Palgrave 
MacMillan 

Meeting House 
(Ground Floor) 

  Informal/ Individual Dinner Fiddler's Elbow, 11 Boyce's Street, Brighton BN1 1AN      8-9pm   
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Day 
Two:  

Thursday 19th January 2017 
          

              
Time Event   Location 

09:30-11:00 Panel Three:     

  

Title: Education, ‘Civilisation’ and Religion              Chair: Jacqueline Holler   

Megan Webber 
Out of the Mouths of Babes and Sucklings: Infant Missionaries in England, c. 
1780-1830 

Fulton                                            
212 

Kirsten Kamphuis 
Intimate Strategies. Elite Javanese Girlhood and Christian Domesticity in Three 
Boarding Schools in the Netherlands Indies, ca. 1907-1940 

Stephen Parker 
Hands together and eyes closed’: inscribing children’s emotions by broadcast 
collective worship on radio in Britain, c.1940 to the present 

  

Title: Play                                                                          Chair: Nicholas Bubak   

Richard Hall 
Habitus, masculinity and intergenerational transmission: sons and their fathers 
at work and play, 1945-1970. 

Fulton                          
214 

Shelly Newstead Adventure Playgrounds as oases of childhood 

Jane Baxter 
Emotional Practice and Perspectives on Emotion in the Archaeology of 
Childhood 

11:00-11:30 Coffee Break 
 Fulton 

Common Area  

11:30-13:00 Panel Four:     

  

Title: Discipline                                                                 Chair: Sian Edwards   

Andrew Burchell 
Adolescent development, youthful spaces and educational discipline in post-
war Britain’ 

Fulton                                            
212 

Owen Emmerson 
‘It’s very difficult to organise a revolution using bus passes and telephone 
boxes’: Corporal Punishment, Resistance and Child Surveillance in 1970s 
Britain. 
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Title: Orphans and Abandoned Children          Chair: Hannah Charnock   

Meghanne Barker Inside the Second Home, Imagining the First 

Fulton                          
214 

Miriam Muller 
Growing Up in the Medieval Village; Under aged heirs, Orphans and their 
guardians. 

Alexandra Lloyd 
‘Lost in the Forest? Children’s Spatial Agency in Contemporary German 
Cinema’ 

13:00-14:00 Lunch  
Fulton Common 

Area   

14:00-15:30 Panel Five:     

  

Title: Citizenship                                                  Chair: Michele Robinson    

Laura Sefton 
‘Why I like Camberwell’: Exploring Children’s Consumer Citizenship in Postwar 
Britain. 

Fulton                                            
212 Frances Saddington 

A Guidebook for Socialist Upbringing: Modelling the ‘New Man’ in the Early 
Soviet Picture Book 

Nicholas Bubak 
“Why I am a Boy Scout”: Politics and Citizenship in the pages of Community 
Journals 

  

Title: Youth Subcultures                                     Chair: Shelley Newstead   

Katherine Kruger Reinventing the Romantic Child: ‘Revolution as everyday play’ 

Fulton                          
214 

Fearghus Roulston Punk, mobility and narrated adolescence in 1970s Northern Ireland 

Rosalyn Livshin 
The motivations and pathways to communism within Manchester Jewish 
youth, 1920-1932 
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15:30-16:00 Coffee Break 
Fulton Common 

Area   

16:00-17:30 

Keynote Lecture:                                 Chair: Sian Edwards 
Fulton A                        

Lecture Theatre Colin Heywood "Where Were the Children" Exploring the History of Childhood 

18:00 Conference Dinner:  Al Duomo, 7 Pavillion Buildings Brighton, BN1 1EE   

             Day 
Three:  

Friday 20th January 2017 
         

             
Time Event   Location 

09:30-11:00 

Keynote Lecture:                                    Chair: Laura Cofield 

Fulton A           
Lecture Theatre Laura King  

Thinking about time: Children’s engagement with the past, the future and 
family identity in twentieth-century Britain 

11:00-11:30 Coffee Break   
 Fulton 

Common Area  

11:30-13:00 Paper Session Six:        

  Title: Sites of Leisure        Chair: Stephen Parker     

  Hannah Charnock 
From the back row to the back seat: The spatial politics of teenage sex in 
Britain, c. 1955-75 

Fulton                                     
214 

  Sarah Kenny 
‘You were either a mainstream sort of person or you went to the Limit and the 
Leadmill’: cultural identification and the use of space by young people in 
Sheffield, 1960-1989. 
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Title: Teaching Youth                            Chair: Megan Webber   

Erin Spring 
“This land carries all I’ll ever need to know”: tracing the intersections between 
childhood, place, and identity construction on the Blood Reserve Fulton                  

113 
Hannah Kershaw 

‘I’ve made up my mind, and I think you should too’: Depictions of HIV-antibody 
testing in British children’s media, 1983-1997 

13:00-14:00 Lunch   
Fulton Common 

Area  

  
    

14:00-15:30 
Hester Barron, Claire 
Langhamer & Lucy Robinson 
Chair: Jessica Hammett 

Working with children and youth in writing the history of childhood. 
Fulton A                        

Lecture Theatre 

      
  

15:30-16:00  Closing Remarks   
Fulton A                        

Lecture Theatre 
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Abstracts and Biographies 
 

Alexander, Kristine: “Was Trench Culture a Youth Culture?: Age, Children’s 

Correspondence Clubs, and the Canadian Expeditionary Force during the First World War” 

In October 1916, Private H.G. Joyce of the 104th Battalion of the Canadian Expeditionary 

Force wrote a letter to former members of the Maple Leaf Club, the children’s 

correspondence page of the popular weekly agricultural magazine The Family Herald and 

Weekly Star. Noting the frequency with which current and former child correspondents 

(including enlisted men) wrote to the Family Herald during the war, Private Joyce asked to 

receive letters from the pen friends he had made as a member of the Maple Leaf Club. Like 

tens of thousands of other Canadian soldiers, Joyce was unmarried and in his early twenties 

– a youthful combatant whose civilian identity and memories were rooted in childhood and 

adolescence. (Thousands of other Canadian servicemen, of course, were under the age of 

eighteen). Why did soldiers like Private Joyce – young men who might well be described as 

“tender travelers” – write to the children’s pages of Canadian periodicals throughout the 

First World War? What can analyzing these texts tell us about the constructed, contingent, 

and porous nature of the boundaries between “child” and “adult” in wartime? Was Canadian 

military culture during the First World War a “youth culture”? My proposed paper will 

answer these questions. 

Biography: Kristine Alexander is Canada Research Chair in Child and Youth Studies, 

Assistant Professor of History, and Director of the Institute for Child and Youth Studies (I-

CYS) at the University of Lethbridge. Her research focuses on young people, imperialism and 

war in the early twentieth century.  

 

Barker, Meghanne: Inside the Second Home, Imagining the First 

How do displaced children come to understand their own displacement? At the site where I 

conducted long-term fieldwork in Kazakhstan, called Hope House, struggling parents elected 

to place their children in a state-run, group care facility.  Parents agreed to resume care for 

their children by the time they were ready to start first grade. The parents’ and Hope House’s 

goal in this was to prevent parents relinquishing custody of their children permanently by 

placing them in a more traditional orphanage. In the meantime, many children were placed 

at Hope House as infants or toddlers, remembering little about their lives before Hope 

House, but coming to understand quickly that Hope House was not their first home and that 

the women caring for them on a daily basis were not their mothers. How did this happen? In 

this paper, I show that a key activity that emerged in the everyday lives of children and their 

teachers at Hope House was the imagining of the children’s home families. I examine 

different scenes from my field site in which adults aid children in constructing fantasies 

about home and about mothers. I argue that, as scholars of childhood, we should attend not 

only to children’s fantasies in free play, but also to the collaborative imagining between 

adults and children, particularly within difficult situations perceived as temporary. Adults 

might go to great lengths to make children feel “at home” in strange environments, yet in 

some instances it becomes important to make children realize that their place is elsewhere.  

Biography: I am a doctoral candidate in linguistic anthropology at The University of 

Michigan. My dissertation research, in Almaty, Kazakhstan, from 2012 through 2014, was 

funded by grants from the National Science Foundation and Fulbright. In Almaty, I studied 

the everyday lives of children within a temporary, state-run home for children under seven 
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years of age, along with a government-sponsored puppet theatre. In my dissertation, 

Framing the Fantastic: Animations of Childhood in Contemporary Kazakhstan, I use these 

sites to look at how children and adults animate both objects and other people in 

performance and play, and how these imaginative endeavours come to play a key role in 

social relations – between actors and directors or between children and their absent parents. 

For much of my analysis, I analyze video data gathered at my sites, and I plan to edit 

portions of this material for an ethnographic film. In addition to childhood studies, I am 

interested in semiotic anthropology, visual anthropology, and anthropology of performance 

and animation. I plan to defend my dissertation in April 2017. 

 

Bavidge, Jenny: ‘A Peep Into London’: Guides to London for Children from the 18th 

century to the present day 

This paper will examine the genre of the London guidebook as it is written and presented to 

child readers. It will highlight some early examples of the genre, such as Anne and Jane 

Taylor’s City Scenes: A Peep Into London, for Children (1809), including eighteenth and 

nineteenth-century ‘moral rambles’ and lightly-fictionalised armchair travel books, and will 

argue that children’s editions of the ‘cryes of London’ also operate as narrative guides to the 

economic and social life of the city. I will aim to trace a line from the invitations to urban 

exploration and involvement in these guides, to twentieth century and contemporary 

examples of London guides, which, I will argue, have a more guarded and anxious approach 

to children’s occupation of city space. Contemporary guidebooks to London, fiction, non-

fiction and picture books included, are often handsomely illustrated and thoughtfully 

pedagogic. However, they establish a different kind of relationship between their child 

readers and the city, one which is often constructed through a consumerist/touristic 

positioning of child-observer, and by a marked lack of agency on behalf of that observer and 

a notable absence of London’s own children as participants or citizens. 

Biography: Dr Jenny Bavidge is a Senior Lecturer in English at the University of 

Cambridge, a Fellow of Murray Edwards College and Academic Director of Literature at the 

University’s Institute of Continuing Education. She has written on children’s literature and 

London, and is President of the Literary London Society. 

 

Baxter, Jane: Emotional Practice and Perspectives on Emotion in the Archaeology of 

Childhood 

The relationship between material culture and emotion is an essential consideration for an 

archaeological study of childhood. Childhood is a stage of life that engenders particularly 

empathetic and emotional responses from people, and those reactions affect how the topics 

of children and childhood are perceived, impact the individual(s) conducting research, and 

shape the ways we think about children as subjects. Two case studies from my research will 

be presented: the analysis of children’s memorials in 19th century American rural garden 

cemeteries and the role of adult nostalgia in the perpetuation of certain types of mass 

produced children’s toys. These two distinct and seemingly unrelated cases will be used to 

illustrate the interplay between the role of emotion when interpreting childhood in the past 

and the emotional contexts of practice when doing the archaeology of childhood in the 

present. Uniting these cases is an emphasis on material culture that was created and 

experienced both practically and emotionally in the past, and understood both analytically 

and emotionally in the present. I argue that because all adults carry with them their own 

experiences of childhood, the emotional resonance of children’s material culture is 
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particularly acute across time and space, even when constructions and understandings of 

childhood vary significantly among cultures. 

Biography: Jane Eva Baxter is an Associate Professor of Anthropology at DePaul University 

in Chicago, Illinois, USA. She is a Historical (Post-Medieval) Archaeologist with interests in 

labor, identity, and childhood. She is currently under contract to write a second edition of 

her 2005 book The Archaeology of Childhood, and is completing a book (University Press of 

Florida 2017) on The Archaeology of Childhood and Adolescence in the American 

Experience. She has published on children and childhood in many international, peer-

reviewed journals and conducts work in the United States and The Bahamas. 

 

Bubak, Nicholas: “Why I am a Boy Scout”: Politics and Citizenship in the pages of 

Community Journals 

Before the First World War the Boy Scouts were not the organisation we know it as today, 

but a movement of young boys and men acting collectively in their local communities.  While 

Robert Baden-Powell ignited the spark with his book Scouting for Boys, the Movement’s 

advancement was predicated on youth initiative and commitment to its values.  Boys 

developed activities, curricula, pubic spectacles, and even military training programmes in 

their local troops.  Many boys recorded their experiences in community magazines and troop 

diaries.  These written mediums served as spaces where boys outlined their troops’ agendas 

and their personal goals for what they believed the Movement represented and what they 

hoped to achieve through it.  Most importantly, boys used community texts as spaces where 

they articulated their understanding of the world around them and established their place 

within Scouting and broader society. 

The history of Scouting has predominately focused on the founder and its ideological 

foundations.  My presentation will demonstrate how Scouts’ community magazines and 

troop journals reflected youth agency and reveal their personal connection with the official 

Boy Scout curriculum.  Many boys, especially those in positions of leadership and those who 

were most enthusiastic about Scouting, were personally sympathetic to Baden-Powell’s ideas 

of national efficiency, moral development, and civic responsibility.  Their involvement 

amplified Scouting’s efforts at the local level, while their texts and public image reinforced a 

linked, ‘imagined community’ of proactive, civic-minded youth throughout the country.  By 

examining Scouting through the recorded experiences of the witness to the Movement, we 

can get a more comprehensive picture of how individual boys at the local levels understood 

their involvement in a nationalist, civic-minded movement, and Edwardian society at large.  

 

Biography: Nick Bubak is in the final stages of his PhD in the Department of History at the 

University of Liverpool.  His thesis, entitled “Hyper-Citizenship and the Experience of Youth 

in the Edwardian Scouting Movement,” examines the role enthusiastic boys played in the 

Edwardian Scouting Movement.  More broadly, Nick’s research explores how individuals act 

within movements and cultural milieus, and how they represent and imagine their roles 

through nationalist, class, and political mechanisms.   
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Burchell, Andrew: Adolescent development, youthful spaces and educational discipline in 

post-war Britain 

When the school-leaving age was increased to fifteen by the 1944 Education Act, the school 

system in England and Wales was forced to engage with a new constituency of pupils: 

adolescents. While the significance of an expanded age demographic is often overshadowed 

as the subject of historiographical attention by the role of intelligence testing and 

educational streaming (Wooldridge, 1993), both of these changes in fact interacted to 

produce educational spaces that were stratified by age and class in quite different ways to 

what went before. The integration of adolescents into the education system brought new 

concerns to the fore focused on the interaction between the young subject, their behaviour, 

development and actions; from the ‘blackboard jungle’ of the 1950s to the ‘permissive 

society’ of the 1960s. This paper addresses the changing emphasis placed on adolescence as a 

developmental stage within British psychological and socio-scientific literature in the period 

preceding and immediately after the Second World War to argue that adolescence, as a 

particular period of transition between early childhood and adulthood, emerged as a priority 

for a variety of actors in the field of education at this time. Implicit within this was an 

emphasis on what adolescent’s required from the school as a disciplinary institution, and 

how this connected to perceptions of pupils’ gendered and class-based growth. This trend, I 

shall contend, produced a series of transformations in the school as a site of socialisation and 

power that were diverse; attracting support from a variety of professional and political 

positions in the post-war period, whilst simultaneously diminishing the significance of the 

youthful actor’s own voice. 

 

Charnock, Hannah: From the back row to the back seat: The spatial politics of teenage sex 

in Britain, c. 1955-75 

Based on oral history and Mass Observation testimonies collated as part of a PhD project on 

pre-marital sex from 1955 to 1975, this paper will explore how young people’s sexual activity 

in late-twentieth-century Britain was shaped by the competing imperatives of privacy and 

social status.The paper will argue that this period marked a moment of transition in the 

history of adolescent sexual culture, in which sexual experience became, within certain peer 

circles at least, a source of social status. As young people’s experiences of romance and 

sexuality diverged from conventional models of marriage-facing courtship, interest in and 

knowledge of sexual practice gained in value. Among peers, displays of sexual desire (which 

extended far beyond penetrative sex) commanded different levels of public tolerance and 

there was no static definition of what was ‘acceptable’ for public display. This research thus 

complicates narratives within the history of sexuality that have prioritised cultures of privacy 

and discretion. To explore these tensions in more depth, this paper will look specifically at 

the spatial politics of teenagers’ sex lives, examining where young people engaged in sexual 

activity. It will illustrate the extent to which young people in the post-war period conducted 

their romantic and sexual lives alongside, and often within, peer-based leisure cultures. 

Using the case studies of ‘back row’ and ‘back seat’ sexual practices, this paper will highlight 

the extent to which the boundaries between public and private were constantly blurred. 

Researching adolescent sexuality in this way renders visible the extent to which the 

public/private binary is ultimately unhelpful in understanding sexual practice. Beyond 

simply offering new insights into adolescent sexual cultures, then, this paper demonstrates 

the ways in which studying young people can call into question assumptions that underpin 

history more generally.  
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Biography: I'm an ESRC-funded, third year PhD candidate in History at the University of 

Exeter. I’m researching adolescent sexuality in the long 1960s primarily using oral history 

and Mass Observation testimony. I received a First Class BA(Hons) in History from the 

University of Oxford in 2010 and in 2011 I was granted AHRC funding to complete a MA in 

Modern History at the University of York. In line with my ESRC funding I completed an 

MRes in Economic and Social History here in Exeter in 2013 

 

Coombes, Timothy: Cultures of child pianism in late nineteenth-century France 

How have sound cultures – in their fusion with visual and material cultures – shaped 

children’s experiences? In late nineteenth-century France, piano playing remained an 

essential part of the domestic experience of many childhoods, and in particular, bourgeois 

girlhood. A young woman’s pianistic ability continued to be valued as part of the ‘aesthetic 

dowry’. In children’s and adults’ literature and art, girls’ pianism signified attractive 

femininity, contributing to a wider association of the emotive (and the aesthetic more 

generally) with an inward, feminine realm. Autobiographical writing reveals relatively little 

about pianism from the perspective of recollected childhood. Simone de Beauvoir’s memoirs 

at least suggest that the literary conceit of girls’ effusive, self-expressive improvisation was, 

unsurprisingly, fantastical. Much scholarship has investigated how late nineteenth- and early 

twentieth-century children’s literature sought to socialize its audience according to the 

prevailing ideologies of the Third Republic, with its diverse ‘civilizing’ missions. This paper 

gives a brief overview of the equivalent musical material – the collections of ‘pièces 

enfantines’ that flourished from the 1880s to 1900s – and examines it from a similar 

perspective, suggesting how music and musical performance could be a vehicle for 

socialization. I argue that the culture of child pianism at this time was a particularly 

important tool for disciplining the young female body. Sheet-music illustrations directing 

pupils how to sit at the piano precisely enforced elegant posture in ‘la jeune française’. 

Moreover, as Dalcrozian thought suffused music pedagogy, instructions insisted that 

students ‘move’ with the melodic line, including in eurhythmic exercises designed to induce 

graceful comportment. 

Biography: I am an AHRC-funded doctoral student in musicology at the University of 

Oxford. My thesis examines music’s involvement in the cultural construction of childhood in 

France from roughly 1880 to 1914. I’m especially interested in how scientific and 

anthropological theories of childhood percolated wider thinking at this time. I have 

presented my research in conferences in the UK and America. Last year, I organised an 

interdisciplinary symposium at Oxford about nineteenth-century poetry and song, and I have 

a book chapter in press about lyric poetry and jazz reception in Britain in the 1930s. 

 

Emmerson, Owen: ‘It’s very difficult to organise a revolution using bus passes and 

telephone boxes’: Corporal Punishment, Resistance, Child-Surveillance and Emotion in 

1970s Britain. 

Whilst it is possible to trace significant numbers of isolated, local protests against corporal 

punishment at schools across the twentieth-century, amidst significant social unrest across 

Britain and Europe the Schools Action Union (SAU) was formed in 1969 following a mass-

protest against the use of the tawse at a secondary modern school in Manchester. Whilst the 

activities of resistance employed by the London branch the first children-led Union gained 

significant media attention, by 1973 the SAU held twenty-four branches across Britain 

spanning from Dover to Fyfe. Members ideas and demands were forged as children travelled 
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between and experienced previously unknown communities and institutions that existed in 

areas where branches formed, as well as through a journal distributed across Britain.  I will 

argue that by collectivising their resistance through unionising, the children’s spatial, 

emotional and material outlooks were significantly challenged during this period. So 

concerned was Edward Heath’s government by the activities of the ‘playground Marxist’ 

children’s union that his Education Ministers instructed the security services to infiltrate, 

monitor and to uncover an ‘adult puppet-master’.  This paper maps the complex and 

interrelated movements, such as the Gay Liberation Front and feminist organisations that 

both influenced and supported the SAU during its existence. It considers how contemporary 

gender politics both informed the movements objectives and shaped the experience of being 

active in resisting social mores. While the SAU can be seen as an ‘emotional community’ this 

paper argues, in line with recent scholarship in the field, that by analysing to how children’s 

relationships existed across space and place - between communities conceived of and built 

by adults and those forged themselves -  we can better identify both how children used 

subjective understanding to reframe and reshape the corporal punishment debate and how 

children understood and exercised agency in late twentieth-century. 

Biography: I am a CHASE/AHRC- funded final year PhD student at the University of 
Sussex, researching the history of childhood, corporal punishment, and emotion. My 
research interests include the history of sexuality, childhood, post-war Britain, sound, and 
popular culture.  
 

Hall, Richard: Habitus, masculinity and intergenerational transmission: sons 
and their fathers at work and play, 1945-1970. 

This paper explores the generational transmission of skills and behaviours from fathers to 
sons in post-war Britain. After the Second World War, with widening educational 
opportunities, a changing labour market, and more family time spent in the home, the inter-
personal relationships of fathers and sons required careful negotiation; certainly, these 
structural changes marked points of difference from experiences of childhood, adolescence 
and early adulthood in the previous generation. Through close analysis of oral history and 
other life history sources, this paper examines patterns of change, as well as continuity, 
through the lens of subjective experience.  

Drawing lines out from the freighted lifestage at which boys become men, I will argue that 
gendered mindsets relating to adult work, also infused practices of childhood play, and 
moreover that the boundaries of labour and leisure were blurred for both generations. I use 
Pierre Bourdieu’s notion of habitus to describe these mindsets and practices, which helps 
locate individual attitudes and behaviours in the post-war socio-cultural context. I want to 
first suggest that fathers’ and sons’ work and play in post-war Britain reflected a distinctly 
masculinised habitus, which was reproduced generationally; and secondly, using a single 
case study, that it was nevertheless experienced in subjective and particular formulations.  

Biography: Richard is studying for a PhD at Cambridge University, entitled 'A Social and 
Emotional History of Fathers and Sons in Britain, 1945-1970'; his research interests include 
the history of masculinity, emotions and the family, as well as oral history and memory. He 
has taught undergraduate and masters students at Cambridge and King’s College London, 
where he is currently a GTA on the second year compulsory History and Memory modules. 
His article 'Being a Man, Being a Member: Masculinity and Community in Britain's 
Working-Men's Clubs, 1945-1960' was recently published in the Cultural and Social History 
journal.  
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Hammett, Jessica: ‘Doing your bit’ and imagining future service during the Second World 

War. 

During the Second World War, civil defence work allowed adolescent boys and girls to make 

a significant contribution to the war effort and to demonstrate good citizenship. Moreover, 

the experience of working in combat conditions during air raids could be important training 

for a future in the military, allowing them to move up the hierarchy of wartime service. 

Adolescents under eighteen years old were thus in a very different position to youth of 

conscription age. Those over eighteen and outside the armed forces often struggled to 

demonstrate the value of their contribution to the war effort. For those under eighteen, on 

the other hand, civil defence work was the most active and dangerous work available. It 

allowed them to demonstrate key qualities of the ‘people’s war’, and to claim a high status 

within the war effort by framing their civil defence work as important training for both 

future military service and post-war citizenship. 

Using the writings of adolescents themselves – in diaries, civil defence magazines, Mass 

Observation reports and retrospective accounts – this paper will explore how this age group 

represented their work at the time and how they have remembered the experience. In 

particular, it will explore how imagining what they would be capable of in the future enabled 

adolescents to emphasise their value in the present.  

Biography: I have recently handed in my PhD entitled ‘Representations of Community in 

Second World War Civil Defence’ at the University of Sussex. I am now beginning a Heritage 

Lottery Funded project ‘Moving to Bettws: Starting a New Life on a 1960s Estate’, which will 

examine the experience of moving to a suburban council estate in Newport, South Wales, 

when it was first built in 1963-4.  

 

Holler, Jacqueline: Spatial Constraint, Agency, and the Emotional World of Adolescent 

Girls in Sixteenth-Century New Spain 

As Mary Jo Maynes laments, the traces of youth in documentary sources are “sketchy and 

inconsistent, and few sources contain the voices of girls, in particular…  children cannot and 

do not speak for themselves in most historical records about them. Substantial documents in 

which the words of youth are recorded are thus of great importance to the history of 

childhood.  The proposed paper is based largely on a close reading of one such source: a 600-

page 1557 Inquisition proceeding from New Spain, in which sixteen-year-old María de 

Ocampo accused herself of demonic pact. Notably, though María is my focus, her dossier 

records not only her own testimony but that of many other girls attached to María’s elite 

household, some of them as young as 11 and most of them servants and dependents. In this 

document we see a world of girls: girls who sleep and work together, who watch each other’s 

movements, who talk, and who keep secrets from the adults around them.  

The case provides not only unparalleled access to the voices of girls, but the opportunity to 

study girlhood with particular regard to sexuality, spatiality, and mobility, two of the themes 

most relevant to the gendered lives of girls and women in early colonial New Spain. I argue 

that María’s case showcases, first, how girls experienced the gendered constraints of their 

lives (including spatial constraint) in ways that produced distinct emotional states: 

frustration with parental authority, claustrophobia, desire for flight, and romantic 

excitement—not to mention the despair that sometimes arose from girls’ frustration and 

flouted desires. I argue, moreover, that studying girls through the lens of emotion history 

thus allows us insight into their agency—a category notoriously difficult to access in the case 
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of youth. Often prevented and excluded from the range of activities often assumed to render 

someone an historical actor, girls, I suggest, inhabited and created an emotional world of 

historical significance.  

 

Kamphuis, Kirsten: Intimate Strategies. Elite Javanese Girlhood and Christian 

Domesticity in Three Boarding Schools in the Netherlands Indies, ca. 1907-1940 

In 1907, a group of Dutch Reformed Protestants opened the first official Dutch-language 

school for Javanese elite girls in the Netherlands Indies, in Yogyakarta. Even though 

Javanese upper-class traditions demanded that girls be secluded in their homes from the 

start of puberty onwards, the Koningin Wilhelmina School (KWS) was able to recruit a 

considerable number of both day and boarding school students over time. Its supporting 

committee later opened two other schools, the Koningin Emma Primary School in Solo 

(1919) and the Juliana van Stolberg School (1927) in Yogyakarta, for post-primary, continued 

domestic education.  

All three schools were established with a very particular kind of civilizing mission in mind. 

Their founders hoped that through the girls, who were to be educated as good wives and 

mothers, the ‘spirit of Christianity’ would seep into elite Javanese family life. Because the 

students came from Islamic families, however, the teachers could not rely on direct 

missionary work. This paper will focus on the pedagogical strategies that were used within 

the context of these schools, arguing that these latter were grounded in the organization of 

the school as an ‘alternative family.’ In so doing, teachers hoped to access and shape the 

most intimate, familial sentiments of their pupils, and so infuse Javanese girlhoods with a 

Christian spirit.  

On the basis of letters written by students to their former teachers, the paper will also show 

how Javanese girls responded to this approach, revealing how they were able to negotiate the 

idea of Christian domesticity to reach their own goals. Javanese girls’ capacity to appropriate 

Christian domesticity and turn it to their own ends is further illustrated by the fact that by 

the late nineteen-twenties, the schools struggled with the growing number of girls who 

wanted to take the official school-leaving exams and obtain professional positions. As this 

development clashed with the domestic outlook of the schools, it caused considerable 

concern amongst teachers and members of the supporting committee.  

Biography: Kirsten Kamphuis (1990) holds a ResMA in Global and Colonial History from 

Leiden University. Since September 2015, she has been affiliated to the European University 

Institute in Florence as a PhD student. Her PhD project is about Indonesian girls’ education 

in the Netherlands Indies, ca. 1880-1940. She is particularly interested in the late-colonial 

history of Indonesia, gender studies and the history of childhood in colonial contexts.  

 

Kenny, Sarah: ‘You were either a mainstream sort of person or you went to the Limit and 

the Leadmill’: cultural identification and the use of space by young people in Sheffield, 1960-

1989. 

From the coffee bars of the 1940s and 1950s to the warehouse raves of the late 1980s, the use 

of space by young people has been central to the development of post-war youth cultures in 

Britain.  Space is a contested area in youth cultural studies, with certain groups claiming 

spaces as their own, and other spaces - The Hacienda nightclub in Manchester, or the 100 

Club in London’s Oxford Street, for example - claiming to be central to the cultural 

developments of a certain time.  Due to the role of space in the development of youth culture 
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much of this scholarship is focused on ‘underground’ venues, and larger venues associated 

with mainstream and commercialised culture are often neglected as a result. 

 

Focusing predominantly on pubs and nightclubs this paper explores the ways in which 

spaces were used by young people in Sheffield, and how this changes over the course of thirty 

years. Using testimony from over twenty oral history interviews this paper argues that the 

use of space by young people was not always aligned with their youth cultural interests, and 

that by focusing on both smaller and large venues it is possible to reach a more nuanced 

conclusion about the cultural lives of young people in post-war Britain. The separation of 

popular culture and subculture in studies of youth culture is particularly apparent when 

analysing space, and by using regional history this paper will bring these two strands of 

scholarship together. 

 

Kershaw, Hannah: ‘I’ve made up my mind, and I think you should too’: Depictions of 

HIV-antibody testing in British children’s media, 1983-1997 

The representation of HIV/AIDS to children presented a unique problem for British health 

educators and policy makers in the eighties and nineties. As the public health response 

evolved from one of nebulous risk to more explicit messages on safer-sex, the need to 

represent the sexual and morbid aspects of the illness and its prevention to children 

emerged. With this, representations of HIV-antibody testing materialized across children's 

media, discussions of the HIV antibody test becoming a hallmark of official sexual health 

education and a key narrative device in unofficial spaces of sex education such as magazines 

and children’s television dramas. Whilst material targeting adults candidly warned potential 

test-subjects of the social consequences of HIV-testing, whatever the result, children’s media 

often elided links between testing and AIDS-related stigma. This paper explores 

representations of HIV-testing specifically constructed for children and young adults, 

revealing the HIV-positive and ‘at risk’ identities which were made and unmade through 

medical narratives. It comparatively examines differences in depictions of the test produced 

for a broad youth audience and those produced for the consumption of children directly 

affected by HIV. Drawing on a few key representative texts, including the tv-drama Grange 

Hill and the picture book It’s Clinic Day, the paper recovers depictions of youth agency and 

consent within the educational and medical settings. In doing so, the paper recovers how, 

and why, educators and entertainers represented the personal politics which surrounded 

HIV-testing. It focuses on the complex mess of gender politics as well as explicit and implicit 

issues of consent and acts of discrimination in test narratives to reveal how new identities 

were created and annihilated by the antibody test and its results. 

Biography:  I am a final-year PhD student at Centre for the History of Science, Technology, 

and Medicine and the Department of History at the University of Manchester. My current 

research investigates the under-explored area of HIV/AIDS-related media produced for the 

consumption of children and young adults in Britain. Focusing on gender, childhood, agency, 

sexuality and stigma, my PhD examines the cultural, ideological and political context of the 

HIV-positive identities which populated a wide variety of British children’s media from 

1983-1997. 
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Kruger, Katherine: Reinventing the Romantic Child: ‘Revolution as everyday play’ 

The feminist punk movement Riot Grrrl performed in visceral parody the psychological and 
intensely physical experiences of the conflicts shaping social constructions of femininity, 
thereby illuminating the continuing influence of the Romantic child image on these 
constructs. Complicating the vision of the innocent girl, Riot Grrrls reclaimed and 
regendered the violence of childhood embodied in canonical Romantic poetry, such as 
William Wordsworth’s The Prelude, in images of the boy child as revolutionary and artist – 
as opposed to the down-trodden, earthly and crude girl children of Wordsworth’s other 
poetry, for example ‘Lucy Gray’ and ‘We Are Seven’. In appropriating of the image of the 
Romantic child, the Riot Grrrls reinstated its latent revolutionary potential, whilst loudly 
displaying its paradoxes and exposing the violent impact of its competing images on cultural 
experiences of “girlhood”. 

In order to circulate their calls for cultural action to reinvent “girlhood”, the Riot Grrrls used 
anti-capitalist, anti-commodification, “DIY” modes of production to create vast amounts of 
new counter-cultural material in the form of musical compositions and zines unabashed of 
their revolutionary feminist agenda, to which all girls were invited to contribute. The ever-
growing collection of Riot Grrrl ephemera held at the Fales archive is testament to the sheer 
overwhelming volume of cultural material the movement produced. Last year my supervisor 
and I had the privilege of visiting this archive in New York University Library to examine 
some of its diverse and multifaceted material; using some of this material to focus on Riot 
Grrrl’s radically dissonant interactions with established Western literary traditions, this 
paper will discuss the ways in which the Riot Grrrls deconstructed and reinvented the 
revolutionary play of the Romantic child. 

Biography: I am a CHASE funded doctoral candidate in the third year of my research with 
the School of English at the University of Sussex, supervised by Dr Pam Thurschwell. The 
primary concern of my research is to scrutinize what versions of the Romantic child still exist 
in modern and postmodern literature and culture. Examining what work the Romantic child 
is doing as a prominent aesthetic paradigm in twentieth century representations of children 
at play, my research seeks to determine whether the Romantic child is still a workable ideal 
for conceptualising “childhood”. 

 

Lipkin, Sanna: Remembering children and juveniles in Post-medieval northern 

Finland 

This paper explores children’s status within their own communities in the 18th and 19th 

centuries in northern Finland, addressing questions related to how children are socially 

defined and the boundaries and borders of various life stages (new born to youth and 

through adolescence). Funerary attire analysis includes archaeologically excavated burials 

and inventoried coffins associated with mummified human remains found in situ below 

church floors. This rare data set considers issues of children and childhood in both urban 

and rural contexts, representing predominately upper-class burial customs. Children’s 

funerary attire offers an excellent opportunity to understand familial emotions towards child 

deaths during a period of high child mortality, and ways families remembered their children. 

This archaeological burial material also offers the opportunity to identify and reconstruct 

perceptions of children’s gender in the past, as sex determination is possible through 

preserved coffin markings and mummified soft tissues. Silk flower wreaths were crafted for 

both boys and girls, while other burial attire features indicate differential treatment based on 

gender. Girls were likely dressed as brides, as is suggested in varying written sources, and 

boys clothes mimicked those of adult men.  
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Research indicates that children, especially babies and the youngest individuals, received 

considerably more elaborate funeral clothing and accessories than their older counterparts. 

This paper addresses the differences between various categories of childhood: when a boy or 

girl was no longer considered a child, and were no longer buried in the luxury afforded 

society’s youngest members. Additionally we address local perceptions of adolescence, and 

the parameters which defined the shift from “adolescence” to “adulthood”.  

Biography: Dr. Sanna Lipkin received her doctoral degree in 2010 (University of Oulu). 

Her dissertation was called ”Textile-making in central Tyrrhenian Italy from the Final 

Bronze Age to the Republican Period”, which handdled identities of textile-makers from 

children to elderly individuals between different ethnic and cultural backgrounds. In Italy 

she works as a co-director in Crustumerium Trincea Viaria -project and is in charge of 

publishing burials found at an Orientalising children's necropolis. Before her PhD studies 

she had worked at archaeological excavations in different positions from excavator to 

director. These excavations were conducted in northern Finnish towns and revealed early 

modern materials. One of these excavations were conducted at Oulu Cathedral were about 

500 burials and considerable amount of textiles were found. This material initiated her post 

doc -project which studies early modern childhood in northern Finland. Material yields more 

than 500 pieces of funerary attire found in five different locations along the Bothnian Bay in 

Finland. 

 
 
Livshin, Rosalyn: The motivations and pathways to communism within Manchester 
Jewish youth, 1920-1932 
 

My paper will explore the factors behind a small group of Manchester Jewish youngsters 

joining the newly emerged Communist Party of Great Britain between 1920 and 1932. Due to 

the small numbers entering the party this period has often been ignored. The youngsters 

were mainly the second generation children of immigrants from Eastern Europe and my 

paper will explore their experiences growing up in an inner city and within a tightly-knit 

Jewish community. Communism was seen by society as a dangerous radical ideology and 

involvement in the Party went against parents, school and the community. The paper will 

probe the different pressures and choices available, which weighed against the involvement 

of the majority but which did not prevent a fringe group being attracted. It will show the role 

of friends, work colleagues, networks, books, outdoor meetings and ideology in providing a 

pathway towards involvement and the individual agency of those who chose to do so. The 

motivations and reasons for attraction will be explored in the context of the social and 

economic conditions within both the inner city and the Jewish immigrant community, as 

well as the types of youngster which were being attracted. It will address the issue of how far 

the youngsters were responding as Jews or as youngsters of the inner city and what role their 

Jewish background may have played. It will also look at the effect on family relationships 

and on identity as a new alternative communist subculture emerged.  The motivations and 

routes to communism of this small group are examined using the vast oral history collection 

in the Manchester Jewish Museum and elsewhere and the paper will draw upon the voices of 

both boys and girls within this collection.  

Biography: I am a freelance historian specialising in oral history and Manchester Jewish 

history. I gained my doctorate at the University of Manchester as a mature student in 2015 

and my thesis was based on political nonconformity in the Manchester Jewish Community, 

1889-1939. I deliver the British Library/Oral History Society Training Courses in the North-
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West and have been involved in numerous oral history projects over many years. Over the 

past year I have been undertaking research for the London Jewish Museum. 

 

Lloyd, Alexandra: Lost in the Forest? Children’s Spatial Agency in Contemporary German 

Cinema 

This paper examines two recent German-language films which dramatize the fate of 

parentless children at the end of World War II: Lore (2012, dir. by Cate Shortland) and 

Wolfskinder (Wolf Children 2013, dir. by Rick Ostermann). The narratives chart the 

children’s respective journeys through the (apparently) quintessentially German setting of 

the forest, a liminal space through which they pass as they make the transition from 

childhood to adulthood. In doing so, the children find themselves forced to exert their spatial 

agency in a number of politically and socially contested territories. From their perspective, 

we witness a fight for survival, and the aftermath of war. Both films utilize standard 

cinematic tropes of childhood – fairy-tale allusions and the Romantic association of 

childhood with nature – which in themselves embody the close conceptual associations 

between childhood and a central European cultural heritage. 

This paper draws on concepts from the cultural geography of childhood and youth (Cope 

2013; Anderson 2010; Gagen 2007) to consider the different ways in which these two films 

explore and comment on children’s role in warfare and the extent of their agency within 

conflict situations. The films also raise questions about the ethical implications of 

filmmaking with children and the tensions often found in historical studies of childhood in 

the past, namely those between children’s views of themselves as social actors, and adults’ 

control of historical narrative. While both films offer stories based on individuals’ own 

experiences and memories, they offer a fruitful comparison in the light of their different 

production histories: Wolfskinder was funded primarily in Germany; Lore was a 

British-Australian-German co-production, filmed with German-speaking actors, but directed 

by the non-German-speaking Shortland. I read the films as part of a wider discourse on the 

legacy of Nazism in the Berlin Republic, particularly in the context of recent debates about 

German wartime suffering and victimhood. 

Biography: Dr Alex Lloyd is Lecturer in German at St Edmund Hall and Magdalen College, 

Oxford. Her main research interests lie in representations of youth, memories of war and 

dictatorship, and the material culture of childhood. Her doctoral thesis (Wadham College, 

2012) examined post-1990 representations of childhood and youth under Nazism in 

literature, film, and museum exhibitions. She has published articles on German and Austrian 

cultural memories of the Third Reich, and recently co-edited a special issue of Oxford 

German Studies on childhood in German film after 1989.  

 

Muller, Miriam: Growing Up in the Medieval Village; Under aged heirs, Orphans and their 

guardians. 

This paper will explore several aspects of growing up in the medieval English Village (13th 

and 14th centuries) In particular it will draw upon information from manorial court rolls to 

explore the status of underaged heirs and how rural communities dealt with children who 

had lost one or both of their parents. Through these sources we can gain insights into 

attitudes to children and their rights to land as well as their communal rights which the were 

able to access and safeguard through a proxy - usually their guardian. The rights of such 

children were extremely strong and inalienable, and as such were closely safeguarded by 

their communities. At the same time ages of majority will be explored alongside how 
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communities dealt with a sudden rise of orphans during specific crises, such as the Black 

Death. Court roll entries dealing with under aged heirs therefore can give important insights 

into medieval peasant mentalities regarding the nature of childhood, the special properties 

of childhood as well as medieval concepts of the vulnerability of children, as well as their 

agency.  

Biography: Miriam is a lecturer in medieval history at the University of Birmingham. She 
studied for her BA at the University of Sussex, before completing her MPhil at Cambridge 
and her PhD at the University of Birmingham. Her special fields of interest are daily life in 
medieval peasant communities and the social and economic history of later medieval 
England. She has published on topics including relationships between lords and peasants, 
peasant revolts, communal policing and social control in village communities,  arson as a 
form of peasant protest, and peasant diet. She is currently working on a book of a large 
coastal manor in Norfolk and primarily blames her students for having developed an interest 
in peasant childhood. 
  
 

Newstead, Shelly: Adventure Playgrounds as oases of childhood 

An invention of the Danish landscape architect, C.T. SØrensen, adventure playgrounds were 

set up across the UK just after the Second World War, and many still exist today. The UK 

adventure playground pioneers shied away from taking credit for these unorthodox spaces, 

claiming that adventure playgrounds were the creation of children who needed time and 

space to pursue their own ideas and interests within adult-dominated society. Whilst 

adventure playgrounds received some support from local (adult) communities, there was 

also considerable resistance to the idea of children having space in which to organise their 

own activities on their own terms. In response, the adventure playground pioneers went to 

great lengths to protect adventure playgrounds as children’s domains and to uphold 

children’s right to adult-free time and space. 

Based on largely unknown and rare historical primary sources, this paper outlines the 

development of the early adventure playgrounds from 1946 – 1980 and describes how these 

radical spaces for children were founded on a distinct philosophy about the nature of 

children and childhood. In doing so it challenges the conventional view that adventure 

playgrounds were created as play spaces, and argues instead that they were designed as 

oases of childhood to provide children with space and time to be children. Implications for 

modern adventure playgrounds are considered. 

Biography: Shelly Newstead is a doctoral candidate at UCL Institute of Education. Shelly is 

the Managing Editor of Journal of Playwork Practice, the Vice-President of the International 

Council for Children’s Play and a member of the Children’s History Society.  

 

Parker, Stephen: Hands together and eyes closed’: inscribing children’s emotions by 

broadcast collective worship on radio in Britain, c.1940 to the present 

Since the autumn of 1940, at the public service broadcaster’s behest and with widespread 

public support, the BBC has broadcast a weekly radio religious service for schools, aimed at 

8-13 year-olds (joined by others for older and younger children from the 1960s-1980s). From 

its beginnings in wartime, during the height of the blitz, this programme has shown 

remarkable resilience within the broadcast schedule, being one of the longest running forms 

of school broadcast on radio. This paper will trace the mode, means, and content of the 

broadcast radio service from its inception to the present, detailing the reasons for changes 
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and developments over the programme’s life. In particular, the paper will examine how 

children’s emotions have been guided by the liturgy, musical aesthetic and discourse of the 

programme, inscribing upon children’s inner self impressions and conceptions of religion 

and morals, routines of ritual behaviour, and a religious language. Given that children were 

expected to maintain physical stillness, listen and preserve inner attention with eyes closed, 

engaging with a transcendent other in devotion, or a physical other in spiritual commitment, 

this has been a subtle but powerful means of sacralising children’s lives in particular ways for 

generations, and which requires critical historical attention to understand its intentions and 

its and effects. This paper reports upon research to do just this in the context of wider 

Leverhulme Trust-funded research on religious educational broadcasting. 

 

Roulston, Fearghus: Punk, mobility and narrated adolescence in 1970s Northern Ireland 

This paper will draw on one of the interviews I carried out last year as part of a larger project 
of interviewing former participants in the Belfast punk scene. It will consider the 
dichotomised spaces described by the interviewee, her sense of mobility and constraint 
within those spaces, and the licence punk gave her to transgress the lines dividing those 
spaces. Following Portelli’s work on narrative and oral history it will also consider the way in 
which the interviewee’s youth and adolescence are framed, mobilised and turned into stories 
as part of the interview process. 

Some of the dichotomies produced by the interviewee are generic, in the sense that they are 
recognisable as common experiences of adolescence. In her narrative she negotiates public 
and private space, the city and the town, the safe and the unsafe, the visible and the invisible. 
On the other hand these categories have particular resonance in the context of 1970s 
Northern Ireland, and this resonance will be drawn out with reference to specific socio-
geographic context of the narrative. 

In conclusion, I will argue that attending closely to how personal geographies of contested 
space are narrativised and remembered offers a richer and more complex picture of the ways 
in which young people can negotiate space, and transgress boundaries without necessarily 
erasing or ignoring the material and social fact of those boundaries. In conclusion I will 
briefly describe how punk features as a place-making practice for many of my interviewees. 

Biography: I’m a final year PhD student at the University of Brighton working on an oral 
history of the punk scene in 1970s Belfast. 

 

Saddington, Frances: A Guidebook for Socialist Upbringing: Modelling the ‘New Man’ in 

the Early Soviet Picture Book 

After the October Revolution, Russian society and culture underwent a series of seismic 

changes, driven by the socialist ideology of the Bolshevik government. Utopian visions 

suggested that this complete break with the past could create a new type of being who would 

master his own consciousness. This would lead to the creation of a rational, progressive 

civilisation. Young children provided perfect modelling material for the ‘new man’. This was 

reflected in the children’s picture book which was re-invented by pioneering avant-garde 

illustrators and authors. The developments of the modern new society were showcased and 

young citizens were encouraged to participate in building the future. Picture books have thus 

far been little explored by historians of early Soviet culture and this paper will contribute to 

our understanding of the medium by demonstrating the part they played in the construction 
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of the new Soviet society. Looking specifically at a selection of picture books which offer a 

vision of the ‘new Soviet man’, I will argue that picture books acted as a guidebook for young 

children, demonstrating a route for their integration into socialist society. This journey was 

to begin with collective upbringing and education, firstly in a kindergarten and then through 

membership of socialist youth organisations. Within these organisations, children would be 

inducted into socialist rituals and introduced to important ideological concepts. Most 

importantly of all, they would be encouraged to imagine their future in the adult world by 

engaging with tales about Soviet workers and industry. The idealism borne in these books 

leads us to reflect on both the values of adult Soviet society and the expectations placed on 

the shoulders of its youngest citizens, thus offering a penetrating window on the perception 

of childhood during one of the most pivotal episodes in modern history.  

Biography: Frances Saddington is a PhD student in the School of History at the University 

of East Anglia. She is researching a thesis on the Soviet children’s picture book between 1917 

and 1932. She recently worked as Research Associate on the exhibition New Childhood: 

Picture Books from Soviet Russia at House of Illustration, London. Her research is funded by 

CHASE AHRC Doctoral Training Partnership. 

 

Sefton, Laura: ‘Why I like Camberwell’: Exploring Children’s Consumer Citizenship in 

Postwar Britain. 

This paper interrogates the condition of subjectivity in new models of consumer citizenship 

in postwar Britain by taking children’s writings seriously. Between 1951 and 1953, 

schoolchildren in the London Borough of Camberwell submitted their writing for 

Camberwell Public Library essay competitions. Writing topics ranging from ‘why I like 

Camberwell’ to ‘what I would spend a pound on’, these essays capture a rapidly changing 

society in children’s words. They offer historians a rare opportunity to hear children’s voices 

in the past and to explore the process through which children learned to become citizens.  

Using writing as an exploratory tool, Camberwell children reflected on the process of 

becoming citizens in a period of affluence and commercialization.  This perspective of the 

first generation of baby boomers can tell us much about everyday life in postwar Britain as 

they went from playing in bomb sites to meandering through shopping centres. While much 

of the critical literature on the 1950s concerns the emergence of ‘the teenager’, children’s 

everyday experiences in postwar Britain have been comparably under-researched.  

On the one hand, these essays represent the purposeful cultivation of children’s selfhood; an 

act Carolyn Steedman has termed ‘State-Sponsored Autobiography’. On the other hand, they 

demonstrate ways in which children were learning to become citizen-consumers. However, 

children have been overlooked in the historiography of the citizen-consumer, such as in 

works by Black, Hilton, and Trentmann.  These essays exist at the intersection between 

statist and consumer versions of citizenship. As children negotiated their selfhood in relation 

to an increasingly consumer society, the tensions between these different modes of belonging 

become clear. Children’s historical experiences not only exemplify tensions in debates about 

citizenship, but are central to understandings of how citizenship is learned.   

Biography: Laura Sefton is an AHRC-funded third-year PhD student in History at the 

University of Birmingham. She previously undertook her undergraduate degree at Lancaster 

University and her masters degree at Birmingham. Her research explores the cultural history 

of childhood and money in twentieth-century Britain, examining the different ways children 

experienced money in their everyday lives. 
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Spackman, Christopher: Regional variances in approaches to camping by British youth 

movements, 1886 – 1936 

The regional variances in approaches to camping by British youth movements have often 

been neglected in the field of youth histories. The existing consensus considers camping in 

isolation and has largely neglected the differences in the application of this activity across 

varied spaces. This paper offers an investigation into the specific activities of the Boys’ 

Brigade; a Christian youth movement founded by William Alexander Smith in the West-end 

of Glasgow in October 1883. Through an assessment of the character of Boys’ Brigade camps 

by Companies from the large urban centres of Glasgow, London, and Bristol this paper offers 

a critique of the consensus that has viewed camping by youth movements in broad 

homogenous terms, with such a position failing to appreciate the perspective of young people 

towards organised youth movements. This paper endeavours to locate the often lost voice of 

the young person rather than presenting the view of adult group leaders by focusing on the 

organisation at the grassroots level. Through a detailed examination of camping expeditions 

held from the inception of the pursuit in 1886 to the large scale international camps of the 

1930s this paper demonstrates that Companies from each of these cities had a different 

attitude towards camping that bore a resemblance to the character of the regular programme 

of activities held during the weekly sessions. This highlights that groups from these 

municipalities were integrated into their respective communities and reacted to the needs of 

their own young citizens. This article draws upon annual reports, articles from The Boys’ 

Brigade Gazette, and Company and Battalion records to maintain that camping was an 

activity that differed in character geographically and, as a consequence, reflected the broader 

nature of the city space from which the young members of these youth groups resided. 

Biography: Dr Chris Spackman is a part-time Tutor in History at the University of 

Portsmouth working under the Port Towns and Urban Cultures Project. His thesis examined 

the relationship between the Boys’ Brigade and urban cultures in late nineteenth and early 

twentieth century Britain. Through a case study approach of the port-side locations of 

London, Bristol, and Glasgow his thesis assessed both regional and national variances in the 

application of the object of the organisation. In particular, Chris’s research afforded special 

attention to the leisure pursuits undertaken by the movement. Through his case study 

approach Chris’s thesis offered a challenge to the historiographical consensus that purports 

that camping, rather than the regular weekly sessions, was the greatest attraction available to 

members of youth movements. 

 

Spring, Erin: “This land carries all I’ll ever need to know”: tracing the intersections 

between childhood, place, and identity construction on the Blood Reserve 

My current project emerges out of a concern that Indigenous readers are not having 

opportunities to read and discuss culturally relevant fiction. Children’s literature and reader 

response scholarship does not engage with what Indigenous voices could bring to our 

understanding of young people's responses to and engagement with fiction. There is a 

particular urgency for such research, especially in response to Canada’s Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission’s recent findings, which call for ways of integrating Indigenous 

knowledge and teaching methods into classrooms, as well as for building student capacity for 

intercultural understanding. In contemporary Canadian communities, ongoing colonial 

practices of assimilation, discrimination, dispossession, and appropriation seriously impinge 

on Indigenous peoples’ rights, freedoms, and cultures. There is a need for reconciliation 

work between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal peoples in Canada, including — and perhaps 

most urgently — for young people.  
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My current project is a community-based, participatory study with Blackfoot First Nations 

young adults who live on the Kainai Blood Reserve in southern Alberta. I am looking at the 

ways in which my participants perceive of and represent their social, cultural, and place-

based identities. My participants are reading and discussing several Indigenous texts, several 

of which are set on their reserve. I am interested in the ways in which Blackfoot adolescent 

readers reflect on their identities while discussing culturally relevant fiction, within reading 

discussion groups and the creation of place-journals (comprised of visual responses, such as 

maps and photos).  

Within this presentation, I will share how using culturally relevant and local, place-based 

fiction spurs Indigenous young adults to have discussions about their cultural, social, and 

place-based identities within and beyond the text. I will suggest that these methodological 

approaches are empowering the Blackfoot youth to develop their own self-representations by 

relating these stories to their own lives, including their memories of growing up on a rural 

reserve. I will argue that reading has the potential to encourage Indigenous readers to 

celebrate the identities that were stripped from their families and communities through 

cultural assimilation, thereby facilitating reconciliation.  

Biography: Dr.Erin Spring received her PhD in Education from the University of 

Cambridge in 2014. She is currently a Postdoctoral Fellow in the Institute for Child and 

Youth Studies at the University of Lethbridge, Alberta. Her interdisciplinary research draws 

on children’s geographies, children’s literature criticism, and childhood studies to 

understand the intersections between place and identity construction in the lives of 

Canadian children and youth. Her most recent publications can be found in the journals 

Children’s Geographies and Jeunesse: young people, texts, cultures.  

 

Stern-Peltz, Marie: The Imperfect Citizenship Reading Group. 

This paper combines two strands of research: literary research into the construction of 

children and adolescents as citizens in contemporary fiction; and education research into the 

teaching and development of citizenship mentalities in schools. This paper reads the 

construction of citizenship and social responsibility in Frances Hardinge’s The Lie Tree 

(2015) alongside an analysis of the responses to the book by students in my reading group. I 

then move on to a suggested model for a reading/discussion group focused on citizenship, 

paying particular attention to what kind of citizenship values are being produced in the 

structuring of the group. 

During my teacher training, I designed and ran a reading group based around the CILIP 

Carnegie Award shortlist at a school in Luton. Alongside seven 11-12 year olds, I read this 

year’s Carnegie short list and had twice weekly discussions. However, these discussions 

rarely limited themselves to the books in question. Instead, they became debates about what 

kind of books the students wanted to read, what kind of education they wanted and what 

kind of world they wanted to grow up into.  

Taking my cue from these discussions and my interest in children’s own working out of 

‘good’ citizenship, I began thinking about the transformative potential of reading and 

discussing as a mode of engaging young people, particularly given the optionality of 

citizenship in schools.  The name of this group, The Imperfect Citizenship Reading Group, 

acknowledges that the group’s definition of citizenship will evolve and change, requiring the 

input of the children alongside the adults running the group. Drawing on work by Egin Isin, 

Kate Brown and Stephen Fairbrass, I suggest a malleable model which can be shaped by the 
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children themselves, encouraging ethical, progressive engagements with texts, but also with 

each other and their wider community.  

Biography: I am currently finishing up corrections on my English literature PhD at 

Newcastle University, on the First World War and representations of coming of age, having 

completed a masters in Gender Studies from the University of Sussex. In the last year, I also 

completely teacher training through the Researchers in Schools programme. My research 

interests include young adult and children’s literature, literacy and critical thinking, 

citizenship and social responsibility, and the politics of kindness.   

 

Tisdall, Laura: ‘What a difference it was to be a woman and not a teenager’: narrating an 

imagined adulthood in post-war Britain 

This paper will consider how eleven- to fifteen-year-olds conceptualised adulthood in post-

war Britain, and how they defined their own adolescent identities against their – often 

idealised – images of maturity. Using three major collections of children’s essays from the 

1960s and 1970s – the Opie working papers from the 1960s, the 1969 sweep of the 1958 

National Child Development Survey and the Children’s Writing Projects conducted by the 

Institute of Education from 1966 to 1976 – I will consider how adolescents responded when 

asked to imagine themselves as future adults. Adolescents both wrote explicitly about this 

topic in essays such as ‘Myself at 20’, and depicted the inner worlds of adults in a range of 

creative assignments. While the younger end of this age-group tended to focus upon the 

greater responsibility necessitated by adult roles such as parent or teacher, older adolescents 

often used a more sophisticated language informed by developmental psychology. Class and 

gender mediated these accounts; when asked to imagine a political ‘demonstration’, for 

example, middle-class teenagers often depicted a mob of working-class youth, while boys 

and girls wrote about very different futures. However, these young writers also reflected 

specifically on age, often envisaging themselves as limited by their life-stage in a way that 

adults were not. When one fifteen-year-old girl imagined herself at twenty, for example, she 

believed that all of her faults and problems would have vanished: ‘What a difference it was to 

be a woman and not a teenager’. These collections of essays, therefore, suggest that there was 

a tension between the ‘ideal adult’ – the psychologically mature independent actor who can, 

for example, give informed consent to medical procedures – and the real adult who often 

doesn't live up to these prescriptions. What kind of adult did these teenagers believe they 

would grow up to be? 

Biography: Laura Tisdall is a Stipendiary Lecturer in History at Lady Margaret Hall, 

Oxford. She has published on inter-war and post-war British childhood and youth in 

Twentieth Century British History, Cultural and Social History, Contemporary British 

History and Medical Humanities, and is currently working on a monograph that is 

provisionally entitled A Progressive Education? How Childhood Changed in Mid-Twentieth-

Century British Schools. She has also co-run a series of oral history and storytelling 

workshops for children and adolescents with folk theatre company Rambling Heart, funded 

by the AHRC (2012-13) and by Oxford’s Public Engagement with Research Seed Fund (2016-

17).  

 

 

 



27 
 

Twells, Alison: The beautiful Frankie Soo: culture, class and sexuality in the 1938 diary of 

a scholarship girl 

This paper focuses on issues of agency and voice in the 1938 Charles Letts’ Schoolgirl’s Diary 

belonging to a schoolgirl from the English East Midlands. The paper discusses the author’s 

engagement with the proscribed content of the commercially-produced diary - the lists of 

Prime Ministers and careers for women, the classic books to be read, the places to visit and 

details of sporting achievements etc. – in the context of her status as a working-class 

scholarship student at a prestigious grammar school. I then proceed to explore the ways in 

which the diarist makes space for her own established cultural interests, which included 

middlebrow fiction, Hollywood films, Derby County Football Club and celebrity sportsmen, 

including the racing driver Prince Birabongse and Frank Soo, Stoke City striker. I suggest 

that culture clash is in this instance mediated by the diarist’s strongly socialist family 

background, which emphasised both the entitlement of working people to education and the 

value of non-elite cultural pursuits. My wider concern in this paper, following Jennifer Sinor 

(The Extraordinary Work of Ordinary Writing, 2002), is to consider the issue of how we read 

agency in such ‘ordinary’, non-literary, daily and ‘unstoried’ diaries. I am particularly 

interested in the construction of the author’s schoolgirl self in the spaces of her diaries and, 

through this, beginning to complicate understandings of identity in relation to the notion of 

class ‘transition’.  

So few historical sources give us access to the interior life of working-class girls. While Norah 

Hodgkinson’s diaries provide such access, but they are not transparent windows onto her 

emotional life. Her diary, I argue, provides a template through which to craft her self, as she 

makes a journey to adulthood and, as a scholarship girl, to a new social class.  

Biography: Alison Twells is Reader in History at Sheffield Hallam University. She has 

published widely in the field of C19th imperial and religious history and now works on C20th 

women’s experiences of sexuality and class transition; and on creativity and history. 

 

Jouhki, Essi: Youth as a biographical structure and an emotional site. Reading the 

autobiographies and oral history narratives of Finnish youth, 1950s–1970s.    

Our presentation combines the perspectives of history, youth studies and memory studies. 

By cross-reading a wide variety of youth narratives we seek to create a dialogue that yields a 

rich picture of the cultural meanings of childhood and youth memories. Following 

Alessandro Portelli (2006) and Lynne Abrams (2010) we approach memory and 

reminiscence as a process of constant re-evaluation and re-interpretation, in which both the 

past, the present and the future are interlinked. This makes the oral history sources both 

complex and fruitful for historians of childhood and youth. We suggest that from the 

perspective of identity construction youth is a life phase that never really ends. As the 

narratives of the Finnish baby-boomers show, childhood and youth experiences gain new 

interpretations and meanings through the years: on the personal level the memories are re-

interpreted against later phases of life; on the collective level memories are situated and 

interpreted against the collectively shared narratives of certain time periods and social 

changes. Hence, youth remains an emotional site where the older narrator can return to and 

seek new meanings. In the Finnish youth narratives the rural landscape becomes a 

particularly emotional site, through which youth memories and emotions attached to youth 

are articulated. Our presentation closes with a short discussion of the possibilities that oral 

history sources open for history of childhood and youth. The presentation is based on 

multiple oral history sources dealing with rural youth in Finland after the Second World 

War: 1) written autobiographies collected in a nationwide competition arranged by the 
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Finnish Youth Research Society, the Finnish Literature Society and the young authors’ 

association Nuoren Voiman Liitto (2010), 2) interviews of baby-boomers active in the 

student movement from late 1950s to early 1970s in the rural Northern and Eastern Finland 

(2016), 3) interviews of contemporary rural youth in Central Finland (2015–2016). 

Biographies: Kaisa Vehkalahti is a Research Manager at the Finnish Youth Research 

Society, and Adjunct Professor of Cultural and Social History at the University of Oulu. 

Vehkalahti received her PhD from the department of Cultural History, University of Turku, 

in 2008. She is the editor-in-chief of Kasvatus & Aika, Finnish peer-reviewed journal in 

History of Education. She is the author of ‘Constructing Reformatory Identity. Girls’ Reform 

School Education in Finland, 1893–1923’ (Peter Lang, 2009) as well as other publications on 

the history of childhood and youth, research ethics, memory studies, girlhood studies, 

history of social work, and cultural history of writing. Her current research deals with rural 

youth in Finland and is linked to the qualitative longitudinal project Youth in Time, which is 

a cooperative project between Finnish Youth Research Society, University of Eastern Finland 

and University of Helsinki.  

Essi Jouhki is a PhD-student at the University of Oulu, department of History. Her PhD 

focuses on the youth memories of Finnish baby-boomers, who participated in the Finnish 

student movement from late 1950s to early 1970s. She is interested in the cultural and 

personal meanings of youth activism, memory studies, as well as in the regional differences 

and opportunities offered by youth activism to the baby-boomers from Northern and Eastern 

Finland. Jouhki is the subeditor of Kasvatus & Aika. 

 

Warner, Daniel: Despite all that, they seemed really happy”: Reconstructing the Youth 

Experience of Decline in Liverpool’s Inner City, 1967-1982  

For many British cities, the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s was a turbulent period of astonishing 

socioeconomic and material change. In many cases, the terraced communities that had 

defined the inner city were swept away and replaced with a bold new landscape of high-rise 

flats and housing estates that, barely upon completion, were to be ravaged by economic 

recession, depopulation and social decline. Inner cities across Britain were transformed into 

half-abandoned landscapes of decay. Liverpool perhaps provides the sharpest example. 

For many local adults the endless stretches of waste ground and leftover remnants of 

redevelopment signified nothing but the city’s catastrophic downturn. The urban experience 

of local youth proves to be more complex. While the streets around them were increasingly 

deemed useless by the adult world, children saw only opportunities, exercising their agency 

by appropriating a variety of interstitial and derelict spaces. Often bereft of surveillance, 

local youths undermined the intentions of city planners by devising a variety of games on 

waste ground, abandoned property and the liminal spaces of housing developments. 

Moreover, the increasingly post-industrial landscape provided ample opportunity for petty 

crime and gang activity. Using oral histories, social documentary photography and archival 

evidence, this paper will retrace those marginalised patterns and processes in order to 

readdress some of the assumptions we hold on the post-war city. 

Relatively little historical attention has been paid to the childhood experience of urban 

decline in post-war Britain. Indeed, accounts of youth within this context are often clouded 

by the panicked contemporary portrayals of juvenile delinquents running amok. Exploring 

these issues in a new light adds a further layer to our understandings of the topic. In 

highlighting the fundamentally different perceptions of the city that children held, this paper 
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encourages historians of post-war Britain to seek more holistic and humane definitions of 

decline.  

Biography: 3rd Year ESRC-funded PhD student from the University of Liverpool, 

investigating working class cultures and practices in the British inner city from the mid-

1960s to the mid-1980s.  

 

Webber, Megan: Out of the Mouths of Babes and Sucklings: Infant Missionaries in 

England, c. 1780-1830  

The wealthy philanthropists who established Sunday schools and infant schools in late 

eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century England declared that the schools not only 

improved the moral condition of the children who attended them, but also indirectly made 

working-class parents into respectable Christian citizens. Philanthropists claimed that pupils 

carried their school lessons back to their homes and, by so doing, reformed the conduct of 

dissipated relatives. Reportedly, fathers abandoned the alehouse when their children 

rebuked them for drunkenness and mothers began attending church after overhearing their 

offspring repeat prayers they had memorised at school. According to some accounts, 

children transformed violent and chaotic households into havens of domestic harmony. 

Narratives of ‘infant missionaries’ —pious scholars who reformed their parents— were widely 

circulated in late Georgian England, yet have received little attention from historians, who 

frequently dismiss them as sentimentalised wishful-thinking on the part of philanthropists. 

This paper argues that, although tales of infant missionaries must be approached with 

skepticism, they nevertheless have much to reveal about how evangelical philanthropists 

conceived of children’s agency. The tales represented children’s agency not as guile, 

rebellion, and strategic action, but as ‘childish’ inarticulacy and innocence. The authors of 

the tales suggested that the power of children was rooted in their childlike qualities: their 

lisping speech, their unaffected manner, and their eager conviction. Philanthropists believed 

that these qualities made children ideal agents of moral reform and far better evangelists 

than adults were capable of being. This paper challenges historians to consider how 

representations of agency were specific to stages of the life course. Tales of infant 

missionaries claimed that children exercised an agency of their own, an agency that was 

distinct from 2 that of adults. This paper engages with many of the conference themes, 

namely the agency of young people, experiences of education, and the home and family.  

Biography: I am currently in the final stages of my doctorate in history at the University of 

Hertfordshire under the supervision of Sarah Lloyd. My dissertation examines a number of 

charities in early nineteenthcentury London, exploring how plebeians exercised agency in 

their interactions with charities and how philanthropists represented the agency of the poor. 

I am particularly interested in charities that engaged with children and adolescents, 

including vaccine charities, infant schools, and charitable reformatories for juvenile 

delinquents. 
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Keynote Speakers 

Wednesday 18th January 2017 

Professor Pamela Cox teaches and researches across social 

history, social policy, socio-legal studies, and criminology. She 

is the chair of the Social History Society and also works as a 

policy consultant. 

Pamela is currently working on two new research projects. 

The first, ‘After Care’ (with crime historians Barry Godfrey, 

Heather Shore and Zoe Alker) investigates the long-

term impact of 19th and early 20th century youth justice 

interventions. Digital record linkage is used to establish 'what 

happened next' to a large cohort of delinquent, difficult and 

destitute children passing through England's early youth justice systems.  The project raises 

questions about the uses of historical evidence in contemporary evidence-based policy 

making. Early findings generated much media coverage and full findings of the project will 

be published in a forthcoming book, Young Criminal Lives. 

Her second research project focuses on a pressing present-day challenge - that of recurrent 

care proceedings in the English child protection system. Pamela is leading an 

interdisciplinary evaluation of two pioneering interventions (Positive Choices and Mpower) 

working with birth mothers at risk of losing further children to care. The latest findings with 

practitioners and researchers will be shared at an event at the University of Essex in Jan 

2017. The project stems from her earlier involvement with the Suffolk Family Justice Council 

which has previously been published in the Journal of Law and Society. 

In 2014, Pamela presented a BBC TWO series, Shopgirls: The True Story of Life Behind the 

Counter tracing the history of Britain's shopworkers and consumer cultures from 1860 to the 

present. The accompanying book, Shopgirls, was co-authored with Annabel Hobley. The 

project was part-funded by the ESRC and inspired by her 2012 series, Servants: The True 

Story of Life Below Stairs, a history of domestic servants from the mid-nineteenth to the 

mid-twentieth centuries. This series grew from her book, Bad Girls in Britain which explored 

the part played by domestic service training in the reform of delinquent, destitute and 

neglected girls.  

Pamela has recently been involved in a number of events to mark the 40th anniversary of the 

1974 Working Women's Charter. Her TEDx talk makes the case for this - namely that only 4 

of the original 10 demands have been met in 40 years - and History & Policy hosts the new 

draft charter. 

Pamela is an external examiner at the University of Lancaster and a member of the editorial 

boards of two journals: Cultural and Social History and Contemporary British History. She 

served as Dean of the Graduate School at Essex from 2009-13. 

She recently published articles in History Workshop Journal, the British Journal of 

Criminology and the Journal of Law and Society. Her co-authored and co-edited books 

include Criminology: A Sociological Introduction (2014), Crime in Modern Britain (2002) 

and Becoming Delinquent: European Youth, 1650-1950 (2002).  
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Thursday 19th January 2017 

Professor Colin Heywood’s most important contributions 

to historical research so far come in the study of childhood. 

When he began in the late 1970s historians still largely 

ignored the area. Since then it has taken off in various 

countries, in line with the general trend to investigate groups 

marginalized by traditional historiography such as women, 

the unemployed and immigrants. His first project in this field 

was a study of child labour, apprenticeship and education in 

nineteenth-century France (1988). 

Colin consolidated his position in the field with a book on the 

history of childhood in Europe and North America from the 

medieval to the modern period (2001). Here he considered ideas on childhood down the 

ages, examined children through their various stages of life, and looked at their work, 

health and education. This work has been translated into a number of foreign languages. 

He has also recently completed a monograph, Growing Up in Modern France (2007), 

based on letters, diaries and above all autobiographical material. In this he analysed 

topics such as the social constructions of childhood and adolescence in modern France, 

the phases of growing up, relations with parents and peers, schooling and sexuality. 

Besides childhood, Colin has pursued research into the economic, social, cultural and 

political life of the French town of Troyes during the nineteenth century. In the late 

1980s and 1990s he extended and up-dated earlier researches, with many archive visits 

to the town and to Paris. Since then he has spent time constructing a database of 

households in the town, and started to publish his findings in learned journals. Expertise 

gathered on this project has led to various general surveys of French and European 

economic and social history in influential series. 

Colin’s recent publications include ‘Child Labour and Child Labour Reform in 

Nineteenth-Century France: An International Perspective’ (2011) and ‘A Cultural History 

of Childhood and Family in the Age of Empire’ (2010)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/history/people/colin.heywood
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Friday 20th January 2017 

Dr. Laura King’s research focuses on the social and cultural 

history of everyday family life, health and medicine, and gender in 
modern Britain. Having completed a BA in Modern History and 

Politics and MA in Twentieth-Century History at the University of 
Sheffield, Laura started a PhD entitled 'Fatherhood and Masculinity 
in Britain, c.1918-1960'. This was supported by an AHRC Doctoral 
Award, and was awarded in 2011. Following this, she took up a 

position as Postdoctoral Fellow at the Centre for the History of 
Medicine, University of Warwick, and ran a public engagement 
project, 'Hiding in the Pub to Cutting the Cord? Fatherhood and 

Childbirth in Britain from the 1950s to the Present'. Laura is now an 
Associate Fellow of the CHM at Warwick. Laura moved to Leeds in 2012 as Arts Engaged Fellow 

(2012-15), reflecting a growing interest in collaboration with partners and audiences beyond the 

campus. In September 2015, Laura took up the position of University Academic Fellow in the 
History of Health, Family and the Everyday. She is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society, a 
Fellow of the Higher Education Academy, and a member of the Social History Society, Women's 
History Network and Oral History Society.  

Laura King’s monograph, Family Men: Fatherhood and Masculinity in Britain, c.1914-

1960 (Oxford University Press, 2015), explored the often-neglected histories of fathers and family 
life from the First World War to the end of the 1950s. It argues that the history of fatherhood is 
extremely significant to contemporary debate: assumptions about fatherhood in the past are 

constantly used to support arguments about the state of fatherhood today and the need for 
change or otherwise in the future. Her research charts men's changing experiences of fatherhood, 
suggesting that although the roles and responsibilities fulfilled by men did not shift rapidly, their 
relationships, position in the family, and identities underwent significant change across the 

twentieth century.  

More recently Laura has published 'Future Citizens: Cultural and Political Conceptions of 
Children in Britain, 1930s-1950s', in Twentieth Century British History 27:3 (2016), which 
explores how children were positioned within political debates before, during and after the 

Second World War. It does thorough analysis of the ways in which children were conceptualized 
as future citizens, future workers, future leaders and future adults in mid-twentieth-century 
Britain, through research into newspapers and parliamentary debates. Overall, it argues that 
during this period, this language of children as the future helped provide political space for 

spending on measures to improve children’s welfare, and focusing on the future rather than the 
present facilitated consensus on this issue across political boundaries. It concludes that behind 
this apparent consensus were clear ideological faultlines; understanding how children were 

positioned as the future helps us better understand the divisions and inequalities present from 
the welfare state's formation. 

Other recent publications include ‘Hiding in the Pub to Cutting the Cord? Men’s presence at 
childbirth in Britain c.1940s-2000s’, in Social History of Medicine (2016) ; 'Experiencing the 
Digital World: The Cultural Value of Digital Engagement with Heritage', in Heritage and 

Society 9 (2016), (co-authored with Paul Cooke and James Stark). Laura has written numerous 
book reviews for Twentieth Century British History, English Historical Review, Women's 
History Review and the IHR's Reviews in History. She has also written articles for History & 

Policy, Wellcome History magazine, Dadzclub, Cambridge Adjunct magazine, and Warwick 
Knowledge Centre. Her research has also been featured in the BBC History Magazine, the BBC 
website, The Telegraph, Who Do You Think You Are magazine, Yorkshire Post, Times of India, 
and The Practising Midwife, amongst others. 

 

https://www.leeds.ac.uk/arts/profile/20045/314/laura_king
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Dr. Hester Barron is a Senior Lecturer in History at the 

University of Sussex, having completed her D.Phil. at Magdalen 

College, Oxford. She specialises in twentieth-century British 

social history. Her first book, The 1926 Miners' Lockout: 

Meanings of Community in the Durham Coalfield, was 

published by OUP in December 2009. Based on her doctoral 

thesis, it focused on the miners' lockout of 1926, exploring the 

relationship between class, region and nation, and arguing that 

the concept of community needs to be re-evaluated. Her 

Monograph investigated attitudes to collective behaviour and 

the way in which miners, their wives and their children 

conceptualised their class and community. More recently, she has focused more directly on 

the history of childhood and has published articles and taught specialist modules related to 

this. Themes of identity and community thread throughout her work, and more recently her 

research has converged around the broad themes of childhood, parenting and schooling. She 

is particularly interested in the way that children themselves saw their world, and how that 

contrasted or overlapped with ‘official’ narratives regarding the idea of childhood. She is 

currently working on a second monograph, with the working title Classroom Communities: 

Negotiating Social Identities in London’s Elementary Schools, 1918-39, which will explore 

the history of the interwar elementary school classroom.  

Hester and Claudia Siebrecht’s (University of Sussex) edited volume will be launched on the 

first day of our conference, 18th January. Their collection draws on original research to 

explore the dynamic interactions between parents, governments and their representatives 

across a range of European contexts; from democratic Britain and Finland, to Stalinist 

Russia and Fascist Italy. The authors pay close attention to the various relationships and 

dynamics between parents and the state, showing that the different parties were defined not 

solely by coercion or manipulation, but also by collaboration and negotiation. Parents were 

not passive recipients of government direction: rituals and cultures of parenting could both 

affirm and undermine state politics. Readers will find this collection crucial to understanding 

family life and the role of the state during a period when both underwent significant change. 

Hester has also collaborated with Claire Langhamer on a project which utilizes over one 

thousand previously unused essays written by children in Bolton and in Middlesbrough in 

the 1930s which form part of the Mass Observation Archive. The first article from this 

project - 'Feeling Through Practice: Subjectivity and Emotion in Children's Writing' - was 

recently published in the Journal of Social History (online 2016).  Their argument is 

situated within the history of emotions and interrogates the utility of recent conceptual 

frameworks for the better understanding of children’s subjectivities. While their research 

demonstrates to some extent that children adapted and shaped their behavior to comply with 

specific emotional communities, they ultimately argue that this model offers only a partial 

account of children’s emotional practices. They suggest a move away from thinking about 

emotional communities or emotional styles as pre-dominantly value-based and spatially-

defined (by the school, home, street – spaces which children inhabited and might have 

influenced but which were conceived and built by adults) and argue instead for increased 

attention to be paid to the material context and, particularly, the relationships that operated 

within and across these spaces. Ultimately, they argue, children’s emotional experiences 

were less about “learning to feel” than feeling through practice. 

 

 

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/211496
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Professor Claire Langhamer is a social and cultural 

historian. Her work deals with the diverse ways in which ordinary 

people negotiated modernity in twentieth-century Britain. She was 

brought up in North Humberside. She completed her first degree in 

History at Manchester University in 1991 and conducted doctoral 

research with Dave Russell at the University of Central Lancashire, 

1992-6. She started working at Sussex in 1998. Most recently Claire 

has collaborated with Dr Hester Barron on two projects working 

with over a thousand of previously unused essays written by 

children in Bolton and in Middlesbrough in the 1930s-which form 

part of the Mass Observation Archive. The first article from this 

project - 'Feeling Through Practice: Subjectivity and Emotion in 

Children's Writing' - was recently published in the Journal of Social History (2016).  Their 

argument is situated within the history of emotions and interrogates the utility of recent 

conceptual frameworks for the better understanding of children’s subjectivities. While their 

research demonstrates to some extent that children adapted and shaped their behavior to 

comply with specific emotional communities, they ultimately argue that this model offers 

only a partial account of children’s emotional practices. They suggest a move away from 

thinking about emotional communities or emotional styles as pre-dominantly value-based 

and spatially-defined (by the school, home, street – spaces which children inhabited and 

might have influenced but which were conceived and built by adults) and argue instead for 

increased attention to be paid to the material context and, particularly, the relationships that 

operated within and across these spaces. Ultimately, they argue, children’s emotional 

experiences were less about “learning to feel” than feeling through practice. 

Claire Langhamer’s book on twentieth century love, The English in Love: The Intimate Story 

of an Emotional Revolution, was published by Oxford University Press in 2013. It was a 

book of the week in The Times Higher and also it was also book of the week in The Sunday 

Telegraph and was widely reviewed in The New Statesman, The Observer, The 

Economist, The Guardian, The Financial Times, and many others. Articles relating to this 

project were published in Historical Journal, History Workshop Journal and Cultural and 

Social History. An article on the reception of magazine problem page advice, 'Everyday 

advice on everyday love: romantic expertise in twentieth century Britain', was published 

in L'Homme. European Journal of Feminist History, 24:1, (2013). 

Claire’s media work includes being interviewed by Madness front man Suggs for A History of 

the World: Brighton, the First Resort (BBC 2, 2010), appearing as a panellist in the BBC3 

Freethinking Festival debate, 'Is Marriage in Peril' broadcast on Radio 3 in November 2010, 

and contributing to Word of Mouth's, History of the Microphone (Radio 4, January 2011), 

Timeshift's The Rules of Drinking (January 2012) and a Radio 4 Today series on Mass 

Observation (Spring 2012) which culminated in Mass Observation serving as the Today 

programme editor on Boxing Day 2012. In August 2012, Claire helped Masterchef host Gregg 

Wallace trace his family history in the BBC1 programme Who Do You Think You Are? and in 

June 2013 was interviewed in the Mass Observation Archive by David Dimbleby for the BBC1 

programme, The People's Coronation. 

Claire currently teaches undergraduate courses in modern British history. These include a 

special subject entitled ‘Domesticity and its Discontents’ – ‘Women in Postwar Britain’ and 

the time and place course ‘1937: Mass Observation’. She has also taught courses such as 

‘Britain in the Twentieth Century’; ‘Feminism; The Social History of Women 1870-1920’; 

‘Imagining the North’; ‘Introduction to Contemporary History’; ‘Women in Society’. 

 

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/102970
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Dr. Lucy Robinson’s research so far has covered the history of 

sexuality, identity politics and the Left throughout the twentieth 

century. She also works on the history of youth and youth culture 

(particularly counter-culture) as well as on popular culture, the 

theatre and literature. Specific research areas are: Homosexual law 

reform, Gay Liberation, activism and terrorism, the 'Loony Left', 

Punk, Anti-Nazism and Rock against Racism, Paedophile 

organisations and the campaigns around AIDS.  Lucy is now 

working on the relationship between popular culture and politics in 

1980s Britain and contemporary protest. Lucy has more recently 

been exploring a number of ways in which historians can connect 

with outside communities particular through popular cultural 

representation. For example, she has been working with Falklands veteran writers and 

artists in a research project that brings together Life History, History and Neuroscience in a 

project called Translate Trauma and the Jisc funded digitisation project ‘Observing the 

Eighties’. 

Lucy was joint co-ordinator of Morality and the Representation of Suffering (MARS) which 

works with veterans and war photographers to explore the ethics of shared narratives of war. 

She co-ran musicDOC11 a collaborative project with documentary makers, broadcasters, 

archivists and musicians on music documentary history and practice. Lucy is also one of the 

organisers of the new Interdisciplinary Network for the Study of Subcultures, Popular Music 

and Social Change which has recently been awarded an AHRC network grant. 

Lucy is academic lead on the innovative JISC funded project Observing the Eighties which 

creates a digital archive of the 1980s, including holdings of the Mass Observation Project, 

British Library Oral History Collection and the Sussex University Documents Collection, 

which was launched as an open access education, and was widely covered in the media. A 

further development of this project has been SCARLET+ to explore the use of augmented 

realities in university teaching. Most recently Lucy has been writing a book on the 

relationship between popular culture and politics in the 1980s.  

Lucy currently teaches the Second Year Time and Place course '1984: Thatcher's Britain' 

which is the basis for an Open Educational Resource Observing the Eighties. She convenes 

the first year module 'The History of Now' and co-teaches the Special Subject 'Post-Punk 

Britain'.  At masters level she has taught a course on the Falklands War, a video documentary 

option and The People's Century as well as a new module for 2016/17 'Resisting the Archive'. 

Lucy’s research is very much informed by her teaching and she runs a number of 

collaborative projects with students, such as DIY Digital, DIT Digital and fangrrrling 

feminism. Most recently Lucy has collaborated with Laura Cofield on a project published as 

'The opposite of the band' fangrrrling, feminism and sexual dissidence’ in Textual Practice, 

30 (6, 2016); ‘Collaboration in, collaboration out: the eighties in the age of digital 

reproduction’ in Cultural and Social History (2016); 'God only knows' what they've done to 

the charity single’ in Discover Society (2014) and with Dr Chris Warne, ‘Investigating the 

sixties at a sixties institution: teaching as historiography’ in Historical Research, 87 (2014).  

 

  

 

 

http://sro.sussex.ac.uk/57327/
http://sro.sussex.ac.uk/57327/
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Our Funding Sponsors 

CHASE brings together 9 leading institutions engaged in 
collaborative research activities including an AHRC doctoral 
training partnership. These are the Universities of East 
Anglia, Essex, Kent and Sussex, the Open University, The 

Courtauld Institute of Art, Goldsmiths, University of London, Birkbeck, University of 
London and SOAS, University of London.  

Colleagues across the institutions have been working for more than two years to develop a 
new and unique environment in which to undertake doctoral research. 

It is central to our ethos that serious disciplinary research is interdisciplinary. Across the arts 
and humanities, we study periods, cultures and communities in which modern disciplinary 
boundaries simply did not and do not exist; equally, emergent or less-established fields of 
study require new forms of attention, practice and communication. 

CHASE supports discipline-based projects, but also specialises in interdisciplinary research 
and research in emerging fields of study and creative practice. Our research and training 
environment encourages doctoral researchers to develop new methodologies. In addition, 
our network of partnerships with leading organisations in the creative and public sectors 
provide an outstanding resource for future CHASE scholars. 

 
The Centre for Innovation and Research in Childhood and 

Youth (CIRCY) brings together research, scholarship and 

expertise in the arena of childhood and youth. It is an 

interdisciplinary, pan-university research centre, involving 

members from the social sciences, arts, humanities and professional fields including social 

work, law, education and health. 

In addition to its University of Sussex membership, CIRCY benefits from an international 

advisory group which includes academics and policy and professional experts in the field of 

childhood and youth. CIRCY is directed by Professor Janet Boddy and Dr Michelle Lefevre. 

Research within the Centre is conducted within the themes of (i) Digital Youth, (ii) A Good 

Childhood?, (iii) Extraordinary Children, (iv) Emotional Lives, and (v) Childhood publics. 

Our aim is to create a space for dialogue, collaboration, creativity and capacity-building - 

supporting new research and knowledge exchange. CIRCY provides a stimulating 

environment for doctoral students working in the area of childhood, youth and family 

studies and a destination for visiting academics and opinion formers. 
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Conference Organisers 

Laura Cofield: Laura’s CHASE/AHRC funded research 
investigates body hair removal in twentieth and twenty-first-
century British culture, as a way of exploring changing perceptions 
of body image and personal experiences of grooming/body 
modification. She is an Associate Tutor and representative for 
History postgraduate research students at the University of Sussex. 
She received a BA in Modern History and Political Science and an 
MA in Contemporary History (College of Arts and Law Graduate 
Scholarship) at the University of Birmingham. Laura is a Student 

Associate Member of the Centre for Life History and Life Writing Research and was a 
coordinating member of Ngender: The University of Sussex postgraduate gender and 
sexuality research collective (2015-2016). She is also a PhD Tutor for The Brilliant Club. 

Most recently she has published: Robinson, Lucy and Cofield, Laura (2016) ‘The opposite of 
the band’ fangrrrling, feminism and sexual dissidence. Textual Practice, 30 (6). pp. 1071-
1088. ISSN 0950-236X 

Sian Edwards a Lecturer in Modern British History and is a 
historian of twentieth-century Britain, with a particular 
interest in youth, rurality and gender. Increasingly, she has 
become interested in challenging urban-centric histories of 
youth and youth cultures and currently I am especially 
interested in exploring experiences of rural youth in the 
twentieth century. Sian studied for a History undergraduate 
degree at the University of Sussex, where she went on to study 
for her Master’s and PhD in Contemporary History. She 
graduated with my doctoral degree in January 2014. Her PhD research, supervised by 
Professor Claire Langhamer and Professor Ian Gazeley, explored the centrality of the 
countryside in the training of British youth organisations in the mid-twentieth century and 
will be published by Palgrave Macmillan in 2017. She began teaching in 2010 and since then 
have taught on a variety of courses ranging across the degree programme at the Universities 
of Sussex and Brighton. 

Recent publications include Youth Movements, Citizenship and the English Countryside: 
Creating Good Citizens, 1930-1960 (Palgrave Macmillan, Forthcoming 2017) ; Review: 
James Nott, ‘Going to Palais: A Social and Cultural History of Dancing and Dance Halls in 
Britain, 1918-1960’, Twentieth Century British History, 2016; ‘Nothing gets her goat! The 
Farmer’s Wife and the Duality of Rural Femininity in the Young Farmers’ Club Movement in 
1950s Britain’, Women’s History Review. From the forthcoming Special Issue: Revisioning 
the History of Girls and Women in Britain in the Long 1950s.  
 

Owen Emmerson is researching the emotion of childhood 
corporal punishment in twentieth-century Britain. His research 
traces the status of emotion in movements to reconceptualise the 
status of the child’s body over the century. It asks why children’s 
bodies remain less privileged than adults. His research is funded by 
CHASE/AHRC at the University of Sussex, where he previously 
gained a BA and MA (Cate Haste Scholarship) in Contemporary 
History. His interests include the history of sound, emotion, 
childhood, popular culture, and the body.  
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Jessica Hammett’s doctoral research at the University of 
Sussex, Representations of Community in Second World War 
Civil Defence, was submitted in December 2016 and was 
supported by the AHRC. The thesis highlights the significance of 
local social groups in shaping the experience of the war, and it 
offers a new angle on the ‘People’s War’ by showing how this 
national mythology was engaged with and shaped by individuals 
and groups. She has taught at the University of Sussex and the 
University of Brighton, and is a committee member of History Lab 
Plus. She has just begun work on a community history project for 
which she has received Heritage Lottery Funding: ‘Moving to Bettws: Starting a New Life on 
a 1960s Estate’. This fits into a wider research project on ‘Working-Class Friendships in 
Britain, 1950-1990’. 
  

Her recent publications are: ‘“It’s in the blood, isn’t it?” The Contested Status of First World 
War Veterans in Second World War Civil Defence’, Journal of Cultural and Social 
History (forthcoming 2017); ‘“We’re absolute heroes now to everyone”: The Fluctuating 
Popularity of Civil Defence in Britain’, University of Sussex Journal of Contemporary 
History, 16 (2015). 

 

 

Michele Nicole Robinson‘s research at the University of Sussex, 
funded by a Chancellor’s International Research Scholarship, examines 
the roles that visual and material culture played in shaping children’s 
domestic experiences in sixteenth-century Italy. She is a participant 
in Material Witness, a training programme partly funded by the AHRC 
for PhD and early career researchers part of the CHASE consortium. 
She studied for a BA and MA (Honours with Distinction) in Art History 
at the University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada.  
 
She is a member of Association of Art Historians, Renaissance Society 

of America, College Art Association, Sixteenth Century Society, Pacific Northwest 
Renaissance Society and the Society for Renaissance Studies. 
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Book Launch & Wine Reception 

Wednesday 18th January 2017 

Parenting and the State in Britain and Europe, c. 1870-1950 
Raising the Nation 

 

 
Editors: Barron, Hester, Siebrecht, Claudia (Eds.) 

 
 

About this book 
 
This innovative collection draws on original research to explore the dynamic interactions 
between parents, governments and their representatives across a range of European 
contexts; from democratic Britain and Finland, to Stalinist Russia and Fascist Italy. The 
authors pay close attention to the various relationships and dynamics between parents and 
the state, showing that the different parties were defined not solely by coercion or 
manipulation, but also by collaboration and negotiation. Parents were not passive recipients 
of government direction: rituals and cultures of parenting could both affirm and undermine 
state politics. Readers will find this collection crucial to understanding family life and the 
role of the state during a period when both underwent significant change. 

About the authors 
 

Hester Barron is a Senior Lecturer in History at the University of Sussex, and is 
especially interested in the themes of identity, community, childhood, parenting 
and schooling. Her previous publications include The 1926 Miners’ Lockout: 
Meanings of Community in the Durham Coalfield (2009). 

Claudia Siebrecht is a Senior Lecturer in History at the University of Sussex, 
with interests in the cultural history of war and violence in 20th century 
Germany and Europe. Her previous work includes The Aesthetics of Loss: 
German Women’s Art of the First World War (2013). 

 
 

http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/211496
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/profiles/279145
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Chapters 
 
1 Introduction: Raising the Nation: Hester Barron and Claudia Siebrecht 
 
2 Parenthood, Citizenship and the State in England, c.1870-1914: Sian Pooley 
 
3 The ‘Breastfeeding Crisis’: Parenting, Welfare Policies, and Ideology in Imperial Germany, 
1871–1914: Katja Haustein  
 
4 Parenting, Infanticide and the State in England and Wales, 1870–
1950: Daniel J.R. Grey  
 
5 Parenting, Poverty and the NSPCC in Ireland, 1889–1939: Sarah-Anne Buckley 
 
6 ‘I Looked After the State, but the State is Not Looking After Me’: Parenting 
and the Population Crisis in First World War Germany: Claudia Siebrecht  
 
7 Parents, Teachers and Children’s Well-being in London, 1918–1939: Hester Barron  
 
8 Notions of Parenting and the Home in the Institutional Care of Delinquent Girls 
in Finland, 1920s–1940s: Kaisa Vehkalahti  
 
9 Parents, Children and the Fascist State: The Production and Reception of Children’s 
Magazines in 1930s Italy: Kate Ferris  
 
10 ‘Knowing how to be a Mother’: Parenting, Emotion and Evacuation Propaganda during 
the Spanish Civil War, 1936–1939: Suan Sheridan Breakwell  
 
11 In loco parentis: Junior Cadet Schools in the Soviet Union during the Second World 
War: Olga Kucherenko  
 
12 Motherhood and the Yugoslav Communist State in the Revolutionary Era, 1943–
1953: Jelena Batinic 
  

Reviews 

“It is exciting to read such a path-breaking collection, taking in a crucial period of modern 
European history in which subjects became citizens. The authors assess the ways in which 
parents negotiated with health experts, welfare workers, courts, teachers and others, who 
were increasingly focused on the future potential and promise of children, and examine the 
ways in which co-operation began to edge out conflict in parents’ dealings with the state. Full 
of eye-catching material, the essays range widely across modern Europe and bring a level of 
analysis to bear which sets a new bench-mark.” (Nicholas Stargardt, Professor of Modern 
European History, Magdalen College, Oxford) 

“The late nineteenth century launched an unprecedented interest in children and childhood 
on the part of nation states in Europe. The impressive contributions to this collection focus 
on the interaction between governments and parents that this provoked. Based on original 
research and pursued in a variety of political contexts, the essays will be useful to scholars in 
a range of disciplines, including history, sociology and geography.” (Colin Heywood, 
Emeritus Professor of Modern French History, University of Nottingham) 
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